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OPEN FORUM 
Editor of the Quarterly: 

I wonder whether it would be possible to publish in the Sigma 
Xi Quarterly brief abstracts of practically all the scientific papers 
presented before the various chapters. These abstracts could per- 
haps be secured from the corresponding secretaries of the various 
chapters, and should appear as promptly as possible. The editor 
would necessarily have the right to reduce the abstracts so as to 
bring the whole within the space available. 

The publication of these abstracts would seem to me to promote 
at least two important objects of the Society. It would enable the 
members to secure accurate information in regard to recent scientific 
advances, especially along scientific lines which are not their own 
specialities. It would also probably react favorably on the papers 
themselves, since a prompt publication of their main results would 
extend their influence. 

I realize that such an arrangement would increase the work 
of the editor as well as that of the corresponding secretaries of the 
various chapters, but I believe that the importance of the results 
would more than justify this additional labor. I believe that the 
Quarterly has already done a great deal of good and that the mem- 
bers of the Society are well satisfied with the results achieved thus 
far. Many of us, however, would welcome a policy which would 
lead us to look to the appearance of the Quarterly with a feeling 
that it would bring us fresh scientific facts of importance. 

Very brief abstracts of the various scientific papers presented 
would tend to exhibit the scientific activity within the various chap- 
ters, and hence they would probably react favorably on this scientific 
activity. Some men would doubtless prefer to announce their results 
first before learned societies along their special lines, but most men 
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appreciate the high opinion of their colleagues in their local centers, 
and it would appear that the preparation of a brief abstract would 
not be regarded as an excessive burden. 

This letter is to be regarded merely as a suggestion. You may 
see other channels of usefulness for the Quarterly, which would 
serve more fully the aims in view. It must, however, be borne in 
mind that many of those who are most directly connected with the 
administration of the Society, take a much deeper interest in the 
accounts of the administrative work of the various chapters than 
those who have not been in position to become much interested in 
the administration of the Society or even in that of the local chapters. 

G. A. M. 



